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Ancient Taxila University: Dispelling Myths and Misconceptions

The bell of the world's first university in Taxila has been ringing incessantly. However,
concrete evidence and historical impacts are yet to be found. Nevertheless, references to a
prestigious educational institution in Taxila are frequently encountered in texts. The Buddhist
storytellers of South India have selected distant Taxila as the "University Town" to fulfill the
demands of the story. After the decline of Taxila and other Buddhist cities at the hands of
Mehrkula in the sixth century A.D., the organization and structuring of Hindu literature began
to be carried out with great zeal and enthusiasm. Taxila was presented as an ancient Vedic
city through the mythical events of Ramayana, Mahabharata, and Vayu Purana. During the
British era, archaeological excavations were carried out in Taxila, but no traces of a Buddhist
university or Vedic era were found. When English historians expressed their reservations
about Indian history, nationalist Hindu historians became active in glorifying the greatness of
ancient India. The mythical Buddhist University was presented as an ancient Vedic
university. Characters such as Panini and Chanakya were introduced as teachers. With the
resurgence of Hindutva in India, Taxila's Vedic university has also been given a new life.
Indian history is being rewritten once again to establish the historical reality of Deva Mala.
This article will not only dispel misconceptions about Taxila University but also reveal the
fact that the tradition of formulating Vedic doctrine, which began after Christ, continued until
the 20th century, and the ancient Taxila University was an important part of this continuum.
KeyWords: Taxila University, Jataka Tales, Vedic Literature, Chanakya, Panini, Indian
Nationalist Historians, Hindutva
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“Taxila .. enjoyed a great reputation as a University town, famous for the arts and sciences of
the day, is evident from numerous passages in the Buddhist Jatakas; but, apart from this fact,
virtually nothing is known of its history prior to the invasion of Alexander the Great.” (15)
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“.. and this among the people who have no written laws, but are ignorant of writing, and must
therefore in all the business of life trust to memory.” (22)
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“It is proper that, in this place, a sketch of these two characters should be given. Of these, if |
am asked in the first place, Where did this Chanakya dwell? Whose son was he? I answer. He
lived at the city of Taksasila. He was the son of a certain brahman at that place, and a man
who had achieved the knowledge of the three vedas; could rehearse the mantras; skilful in
stratagems; and dexterous in intrigue as well as policy.” (24)
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“It is an exact state of the case that a mere thought deserves to be punished as it were a thief
and know an atheist to be on par with a mere intellectual. Therefore, he is the most suspect,
and should be punished in the interest of the people. In no case should a wise man consort
with an atheist. ”(28)
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An Aramaic inscription, dated back to 4th or 5th century B.C.E., discovered from Taxila
reports that the city was reputed as a “University town” known for the coaching of various
disciplines of arts and sciences.(30)
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Later on—about the beginning, that is to say, of the 5th century before our era—it was
probably Persian Empire, included in the Achaemenid Empire of Persia ; for the inscriptions
of Darius at Persepolis aud on his tomb at Naksh-i-Rustam make mention of a new Indian
satrapy, which was regarded as the richest aud most populous in the Empire and which, being
distinct from Aria, Arachosia and Gandaria, may be assumed to have comprised Sind and a
considerable part of tlie Panjab east of tlie Indus. An interesting relic of Persian influence at
Taxila is an inscription in Aramaic characters of the 4th or 5th century B.C., the only
Aramaic record that has yet been found in India (p.75). That Taxila at this time and during the
centuries immediately following enjoyed a great reputation as a University town, famous for
the arts and sciences of the day, is evident from numerous passages in the Buddhist Jatakas ;
but, apart from this fact, virtually nothing is known of its history prior to the invasion of
Alexander the Great. (31)
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Rama sends Bharata to Conquer the Gandharas:

The Gandharvas all being slain, Bharata, the son of Kaikeyi entered those two opulent and
magnificent cities, and there, Bharata established Taksha in Takshashila and Pushkala in

Pusbkalavata, in the country of the Gandharvas, in the ravishing region of Gandhara.
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The Sttra is the foundation of all grammatical science. This name can be translated by 'short
aphorism,' and signifies that important principles are expounded in an abridged form . It
contains 1,000 slokas, and is the work of Panini , a very learned scholar of old , who is said to
have been inspired and assisted by Mahesvara - deva , and endowed with three eyes ; this is
generally believed by the Indians of to-day. Children begin to learn the Sutra when they are
eight years old, and can repeat it in eight months time.
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Taxila the region's capital, was the seat of the famous university where astronomy,
mathematics, medicine, Sanskrit and Prakrit grammar were taught. ..(G.A.
PAGACHIKOVA)
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( https://archaeology.punjab.gov.pk/taxila-museums)« G/ /7T 72071540

As regards the writing material, a number of copper, stone and pottery inkpots and writing

tablets found from the excavations are the proud collection of this museum

Taxila : An illustrated account of Archaeological excavations carried out at e Ag-41
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